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BOOKS 
continued from page 473 


Part II is directed at what the author feels is 
an important new dimension in social studies in 
Britain—equal opportunity. First summarizing 
“racial” and gender issues from a British per- 
spective the author suggests that teachers might 
want to develop the school as an equal oppor- 
tunity zone. The next two chapters rehash the 
questions of whether the integration of equal 
opportunity materials into traditional topics or 
developing a separate cultural studies program 
is preferred. The penultimate chapter presents 
“more controversial issues to help challenge 
prejudices, expose myths and combat stereo- 
types.” The final chapter presents a rather uto- 
pian equal opportunities school policy stressing 
organization, behavior, and curriculum. 

For teachers and students who have read 
Benjamin Bloom, Jerome Bruner, Edward 
Fenton, ISarry Beyer, and Hiida Taba, little is 
new in the first part of this book. For those who 
have read James Banks and are familiar with 
feminist perspectives in the sociai sciences and 
education, the second half of the book seems 
dated. Focused largely on an urban London 
perspective, these five chapters will strike many 
Hispanic, Black, Native American, and Inuit 
peoples of North America as rather paternalistic 
and condescending. Because of its British focus 
the second part of this book has little direct ap- 
plication to North American realities. The se- 
lected “American” references tacked on do little 
to change this. 

The volume does, though, attempt to focus 
problem solving and critical thinking on the 
problems of sexism and racism, something very 
few North American liberal inquiry programs 
did during their brief ascendancy in the late 
1960s and early 1970s. With little new to offer, 
this book’s British examples and rather turgid 
style make it of limited utility to busy North 
American teachers and undergraduate students. 
Many more appropriate materials are accessible 
for those who wish to sample the riches of either 
the multicultural or the inquiry ideas found in 
this volume. The critical analysis and justice 
issues to which this book hints are more fully 
explored elsewhere. 

Thomas O'Toole 

College of Social Sciences 
St. Cloud State University 
St. Cloud, Minnesota 
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